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New Statewide Poll Shows Strong
Hoosier Support for School and Public
Libraries

989%0 say every Hoosier should have access to a local public
library; 91% support requiring every Indiana public school
district to employ a licensed school librarian

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. - A new statewide poll conducted for the Indiana Library
Federation (ILF) finds overwhelming support among Hoosiers for libraries, licensed
school librarians, student literacy, and the freedom to read.

The 2026 Indiana Library Public Opinion Polling Project, conducted in April by
research partner EPIC-MRA, surveyed 800 Indiana residents from rural, suburban,
and urban communities. The results demonstrate strong bipartisan support for
libraries and the role they play in education, literacy, and access to information.

Hoosiers strongly support licensed school librarians and their impact on students.
Ninety-one percent of respondents support requiring every Indiana public school
district to employ a licensed school librarian. An equal 91% agree that licensed
school librarians positively impact student reading achievement.

The findings also show strong support for the principles underlying intellectual
freedom. 98% of respondents agree that parents should be able to determine what
materials are appropriate for their own children, while 86% agree that one family's
choices should not dictate access for other families. 97% also identify freedom of
speech as a fundamental library value.

Public libraries continue to be viewed as essential community institutions. 98% of
Hoosiers agree that every Indiana resident should have access to a local public
library. In addition, 83% support maintaining public library budgets.

The poll also found strong support for statewide literacy and information resources.
88% of respondents support restoring state funding for Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library, while 87% support restoring funding for INSPIRE Indiana, educational
database resources used by both public and school libraries.
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Perhaps most notably, Indiana residents overwhelmingly oppose laws that would
make librarians criminally liable for including materials that some individuals may
find objectionable.

“The Polling Project gives libraries and advocates something incredibly valuable: a
clear understanding of what Hoosiers think about libraries and the services they
provide,” said the Indiana Library Federation. “The results show that Hoosiers
recognize libraries as trusted institutions that support learning, literacy, and access
to information.”

ILF leaders believe the findings will provide valuable information for educators,
school boards and administrators, library trustees and directors, elected officials,
advocates, and community leaders as they work to strengthen library services
across Indiana.

The Indiana Library Federation's 2026 Polling Project was developed and
coordinated by the ILF Advocacy Committee with research partner EPIC-MRA, with
strategic guidance from EveryLibrary and Taft Public Affairs. The project was funded
by the Midwest Collaborative for Library Services and ILF. The survey has a margin
of error of £3.5 percentage points.

To view the full findings and learn more about the Indiana Library Federation's
2026 Polling Project, visit the ILF Polling Project pages.

Polling Project Overview

Polling Project Data

About the Indiana Library Federation

The Indiana Library Federation (ILF) is the statewide organization representing
libraries, library staff, trustees, supporters, and advocates across Indiana. ILF
provides professional development, advocacy, networking, and leadership
opportunities to strengthen libraries and ensure equitable access to information,
education, and lifelong learning for all Hoosiers.
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